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The International Union for Circumpolar Health 
(IUCH)  



IUCH
• Formally established in 1981

• An international non-profit, non-governmental 
organization 

• A union of all the circumpolar health societies 
across the Arctic
– The American Society for Circumpolar Health
– The Canadian Society for Circumpolar Health
– The Nordic Society for Arctic Medicine
– The Siberian Branch of the Russian Academy of 

Medical Sciences
– The Danish/Greenlandic Society for Circumpolar 

Health



IUCH Objectives

• Promote international cooperation in 
circumpolar health

• Encourage & support research and 
exchange of scientific information

• Promote education & public awareness
• Provide means of communication with 

other scientific organizations
• Promote participation of indigenous 

peoples in circumpolar health



IUCH Strengths
• Elected representation from across the Arctic 

countries
• Working Groups

• Arctic Council observer status
• Information Sharing via the Congress & website

– www.iuch.net

• Strong ties to the International Journal of 
Circumpolar Health

• Longstanding history of important work in the 
circumpolar region   

• Triennial Congress on Circumpolar Health





15th INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON 
CIRCUMPOLAR HEALTH

August 5-10, 2012 
Fairbanks, Alaska, USA



ICCH15 Committees

• Steering Committee – Anchorage
– Chair: Michael Bruce MD, MPH

• Local Organizing Committee – Fairbanks
– Chair: Larry Duffy PhD

• Scientific Planning Committee - Anchorage
– Chair: Jay Wenger MD

• Publication Committee - Anchorage
– Chair: Neil Murphy MD



Preliminary Scientific Program 
Themes

• Community Participatory Research

• Women’s Health, Family Health and Well-Being
• Food Security and Nutrition

• Indigenous Research
• Social Determinants of Health

• Environmental and Occupational Health
• Infectious and Chronic Diseases

• Climate Change – Health Impacts
• Health Service Delivery & Infrastructure

• Behavioral Health



Important Dates

• Call for Abstracts:                           
Summer 2011

• Abstract Submission Deadline:     
– January 2012

• Registration Opening:                            
Fall 2011

• Deadline for Early-Bird Registration: 
February 2012



Current Website
http://www.icch15.com


